
 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

 

Governor Deval L. Patrick 
EEA Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett 
DCR Commissioner John P. Murray 

Press Release Contact: Bill Hickey – 617-626-1453 or william.hickey@state.ma.us  
 

Patrick Administration Implements Wood Quarantine to Limit 
Spread of Invasive Emerald Ash Borer 

 

BOSTON – Wednesday, November 12, 2014 – The Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) today announced a state-wide Massachusetts quarantine to help slow the 
spread of the invasive Emerald Ash Borer (EAB). The quarantine will take effect Monday, 
November 17, 2014.  
 
“The Emerald Ash Borer poses a very serious threat to ash trees across the Commonwealth,” 
said DCR Commissioner Jack Murray. “We believe a state-wide quarantine provides the best 
chance for slowing the spread of Emerald Ash Borer.” 
 
The quarantine order means that certain products will be prohibited from moving outside the 
regulated area, including all hardwood firewood (any piece of wood smaller than 48 inches), all 
ash nursery stock and any ash lumber that has not been treated. Proper wood treatments 
include the removal of bark and half an inch of wood, dry kiln sterilization, fumigation and heat 
treatments. 
  
Massachusetts is one of 23 states to have discovered the EAB within its borders. The invasive 
species was first detected in Massachusetts in Dalton in August of 2012. Shortly after, DCR 
announced a quarantine of Berkshire County. 
 
Immediately following the detection, DCR began work with the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources (DAR), the United States Forest Service (USFS) and the United State 
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) to 
formulate a plan for dealing with the invasive insect. DCR engaged in a public outreach 
campaign, including press releases and a public meeting. Plans for future surveys and 
mitigation strategies are currently being discussed to continue to help identify the extent of the 
infestation. 
 
Ash trees also remain one of the thirteen regulated host trees for the Asian Longhorned Beetle 
(ALB).  The 110 square mile ALB regulated area in Worcester County restricts the movement of 
ash or any other ALB host tree beyond the regulated boundaries.   The ALB regulated area 
includes the City of Worcester, the Towns of Shrewsbury, West Boylston, Boylston and parts of 
Holden and Auburn.  
 
The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and 
forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams and parkways. Led by Commissioner Jack 
Murray, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote and enhance our common wealth of natural, 



cultural and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities and our programs, 
please visit www.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us. 
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Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR 
View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA 

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/ 
Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment 

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr 
 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 600, Boston, MA 02114 — (617) 626-1250 office / (617) 626-1351 (fax) 
 

 


